between the rotunda and the outer walls
which are of solid masonary about four
feet in thickness.

0In 1099 A.D. when
Jerusalem was captured by the Crusaders,
this Mosque was turned into a Church and
its interior was decorated with paintings.
The Rock was covered by a marble pave-
ment and enclosed with an iron railing.
Saladin rededicated it to Islam and brought
about the restoration and renewal of the
' internal decoration of the dome. Ibn
Batuta, on visiting it in 1326 A.D. still
found some traces of the Christian pictures
both inside and outside the Mosque. A
fire in 1448 A.D. destroyed the dome
which was replaced by Suleiman I, the
Magnificent, 1520-66 A.D. who also car-
ried out its restoration and embellished it
with glazed tiles less highly coloured than
those with which it is now faced. The
use of glazed tiles orginated in Persia
or Mesopotamia. In 1776 AJX and
during the reign of Sultan Mahmud II
(1808-39 A.D.) further repairs are attested.

31